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Spring quarter of 1965 marked the be-
ginning of Omega Tau Sigma at Iowa 
State University. Fonnal initiation and 
chartering ceremonies were held on May 
22, 1965, in the Memorial Union. N a-
tional officers and delegates from Ohio 
State and the University of lllinois offi-
ciated at the ceremony. 
Kappa Chapter is the ninth member of 
the national professional veterinary fra-
ternity. Other chapters are in existence at 
Pennsylvania, Cornell, Ohio State, On-
tario, Auburn, Georgia, lllinois, and Okla-
homa. Omega Tau Sigma is one of two 
national veterinary fraternities. It is the 
only veterinary fraternity and the only 
professional fraternity at Iowa State Uni-
versity. 
Kappa Chapter has seventy-five actives, 
thirty pledges, three alumni, and nine 
faculty members. At present, there are 
twenty-five men living in the house lo-
cated at 238 N. Hyland. Membership is 
restricted to those individuals actively pur-
suing a career in veterinary medicine and 
with a cumulative grade point average of 
at least 2.00. A veterinary student desir-
ing active membership in Omega Tau 
Sigma must complete one quarter in the 
veterinary curriculum and serve as a 
pledge for one quarter. This is beneficial 
in that it allows the pledge to become bet-
ter acquainted with the active members, 
the functions and activities of the house, 
and to become oriented with his life as a 
veterinary student. This arrangement also 
allows the actives to become better ac-
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quainted with the pledges and to deter-
mine those individuals who are sincerely 
interested in joining the fraternity. 
The primary objective of Omega Tau 
Sigma is to make each student a better 
veterinarian. This is no small task, but is 
one that can be accomplished by conscien-
tious work and cooperation on the part of 
the fraternity and the student as an in-
dividual. The student's education will be 
supplemented and benefited if he extends 
the effort necessary to participate in 
chapter activities. 
Omega Tau Sigma has three ways by 
which it hopes to achieve its major ob-
jective. These are academic activities, so-
cial functions and fraternal living. 
Academically, the fraternity provides in-
formal discussions on professional and 
non-professional topics. These include 
visits with practicing veterinarians, drug 
company representatives, cattle feeders, 
dog fanciers, faculty members, and many 
others. These informal discussions pro-
vide information to the student that has 
been neglected or that time will not permit 
in the curriculum. In addition, there is a 
reciprocation between classes which con-
sists of current discussions on course 
work, approaches to study, clinic cases, 
and the inter-relationships between the 
courses resulting in a broader aspect and 
understanding of the veterinary curricu-
lum. For those individuals that are defi-
cient in some course, a tutoring service is 
available. 
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Although time does not permit an ex-
tensive social calendar, the fraternity does 
provide various social functions during the 
course of the school year. These include 
a semi-formal dance each quarter, steak 
fries, pig roasts, bridge parties, and week-
end parties after athletic events. These 
offer the student an opportunity to relax 
and participate in something other than 
veterinary medicine for a few hours. They 
also help in developing a sense of com-
radeship which is important for the proper 
functioning of any organization. 
The third category is called fraternal 
living. This can be very broad in scope 
and probably is the most important part 
of each member's life as an active and as 
a veterinary student. Through fraternity 
living, a student begins to define his 
personal set of values, and his moral or 
ethical code. There is the opportunity for 
free discussion on many subjects; be they 
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philosophical, theological, sociological or 
academic in nature. A student can chal-
lenge others' ideas and at the same time 
have his own challenged. Fraternal living 
further provides a sense of cooperation 
and well being among its members. Each 
member learns to be more considerate and 
understanding of his fraternity brothers 
and of his future colleagues. In essence, 
it provides something that is frequently 
overlooked and missed during a student's 
college training. It teaches people how to 
live with one another, not necessiarly to 
accept another's faults but to understand 
them and try to correct them. 
In conclusion, it can be said that fra-
ternity membership and fraternity living 
are not a panacea for the problems a vet-
erinary student faces, but they can be very 
enjoyable and rewarding experiences for 
him if only he lets them be. 
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